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Ramos for being honored with the TOP COP 
award for 2006. He is an exemplary police of-
ficer whose dedicated and fearless service is 
keeping the people of southern California safe. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRITTNEY LOCH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Brittney Loch of Maryville, Mis-
souri. Over the past few months, Brittney has 
served as my office intern. She has handled 
her responsibilities with class and enthusiasm. 
Her efforts to represent my office have been 
commended by both my staff and our constitu-
ents. 

As a student at Drake University, Brittney 
has been pursuing a degree in Political 
Science and came to Washington, DC through 
the Washington Semester Program to study 
Public Law. Her ambition and interest in poli-
tics have been evident since the first time I 
met her years ago. Her commitment to public 
service and her enthusiasm in helping the 
people of the 6th District is something to be 
admired. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Brittney Loch. She has been great 
to have in the office and her efforts are much 
appreciated. I have no doubt that her dreams 
of working in Congress will be fulfilled. She 
will certainly be missed and I would like to ask 
the House of Representatives to join me in 
thanking her for all of her hard work and dedi-
cation. I am honored to represent her in the 
United States Congress. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO LEVON HELM 
AND THE DECLARATION OF 
LEVON HELM DAY IN WOOD-
STOCK, NEW YORK 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2006 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a remarkable and talented man, 
a man who I am proud to call my friend, Mr. 
Levon Helm. 

Levon once said of the music of Bill Monroe 
and His Blue Grass Boys, ‘‘it really tattooed 
my brain.’’ That’s how I feel about Levon’s 
music, which I have had the pleasure of enjoy-
ing since the late 1960s, when he recorded 
‘‘Music from Big Pink’’ in West Saugerties, 
New York. 

Levon Helm was born on May 26, 1940 in 
Elaine, Arkansas. From an early age, Levon 
had a musical gift. He performed all over Ar-
kansas with his sister Linda, entertaining 
crowds with a homemade string bass, har-
monica and guitar. As a teenager he formed 
his own band, The Jungle Bush Beaters, and 
honed his musical gift by watching enter-
tainers such as Johnny Cash, Little Richard, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, and a young Elvis Presley. 

After The Jungle Bush Beaters, Levon 
joined The Hawks, which recorded such hits 
as ‘‘Forty Days’’ and ‘‘Mary Lou.’’ The Hawks 
sold 750,000 copies of their record and ap-
peared on Dick Clark’s American Bandstand. 

After splitting with The Hawks’ founder, 
Ronnie Hawkins, Levon and his band mates 
signed on as Bob Dylan’s backup band, and 
followed Dylan to West Saugerties, New York, 
where they took up residence in a pink house, 
wrote and rehearsed. The group became 
known simply as The Band, and the outcome 
of that period was one of the most important 
albums of the 20th century, ‘‘Music from Big 
Pink.’’ It was the album that introduced Levon 
Helm to America, and it introduced me to their 
amazing sound. 

Luckily for Levon, he didn’t put his roots 
down in the Hudson Valley just yet. While 
working in Los Angeles in 1974, he met the 
lovely Sandra Dodd who would become his 
wife seven years later. I am happy to know 
her and call her a friend. 

The Band continued to prosper in the early 
1970s and in 1975, the barn and studio that 
Levon built in Woodstock was complete. Un-
fortunately it was just a year later that we said 
goodbye to The Band, but it would not be 
goodbye for Levon Helm. 

Over the next seven years, Levon continued 
pursuing his own musical career with cutting- 
edge albums like ‘‘The RCO All-Stars,’’ the 
self-titled ‘‘Levon Helm’’ and ‘‘American Son.’’ 
Then in 1984, much to their fans’ delight, The 
Band reunited, performing together and re-
cording three more albums. 

In 1996, Levon was diagnosed with throat 
cancer, and we all feared we would never 
hear his voice again, but he miraculously re-
covered, and I, and so many others, still enjoy 
Levon’s music at the Midnight Rambles he 
holds in his studio in Woodstock. 

For the past 30 years, Levon has been 
much more than our famous neighbor in 
Woodstock. He has, quietly and unobtrusively, 
been a very generous and committed member 
of our community. He has worked hard for and 
supported cancer centers, local little leagues, 
volunteer firefighters, members of the armed 
forces and school music programs. 

It is because of this great man, and the 
great music he produces that the Village of 
Woodstock, New York, has declared May 20 
as Levon Helm Day. It continues to be an 
honor and a great pleasure for so many of us 
in New York and across America to bear wit-
ness to the incredible career and life of this 
very strong, extremely talented and generous 
man. I look forward to many more Midnight 
Rambles. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BLAIR L. SADLER 
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2006 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise today to con-
gratulate Blair L. Sadler, who has been the 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Health Center of San 
Diego since 1980. Mr. Sadler celebrates his 
retirement after more than a quarter of a cen-
tury of service in the field of pediatric 
healthcare. 

A native of New York City, Blair graduated 
from Amherst College with a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics and received his Juris Doc-

torate from the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School. He served as a law clerk with the Su-
perior Court of Pennsylvania and as a med-
ical-legal specialist for the National Institutes 
of Health. He was an Assistant Professor at 
Yale University for 3 years and served for 4 
years as Assistant Vice President at the Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Foundation in Princeton, 
New Jersey. Prior to his appointment at Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Blair served as Vice President 
and Director of the hospital and clinics at 
Scripps Clinical and Research Foundation for 
3 years. 

Before coming to California, Blair had al-
ready established a national and international 
reputation in several fields, including organ 
transplantation, physician assistant programs, 
and emergency medical care and trauma serv-
ices. While at the National Institutes of Health, 
with his physician twin brother, he was very in-
volved in writing a model organ donation law 
that was adopted in all 50 states and pub-
lished leading articles on transplantation and 
the law. While on the Yale University Medical 
School faculty, he co-authored two books The 
Physician’s Assistant—Today and Tomorrow 
and Emergency Medical Care: The Neglected 
Public Service, which were widely utilized. At 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, he de-
signed and led their first national competitive 
grants program in regional emergency medical 
communication systems that became a model 
for the Foundation’s work. 

His many accomplishments show a deep 
commitment to improving healthcare. He has 
skillfully integrated quantitative indicators 
along with qualitative elements to fashion a 
truly unique healing experience for the pa-
tients at Children’s Hospitals. 

Under his leadership, Children’s has be-
come one of the leading pediatric hospitals in 
America and was the country’s first children’s 
hospital to receive the prestigious Ernest A. 
Codman Award in recognition for its pio-
neering work in quality of care. Children’s is 
the major pediatric partner of the entire Sharp 
and Scripps health care systems and, in 2001, 
signed a historic agreement combining the 
UCSD pediatric programs with Children’s. 

Blair’s leadership has enabled Children’s to 
grow and develop as one of the Nation’s best 
pediatric hospitals and, during his tenure, Chil-
dren’s has provided care for more than a mil-
lion children in the San Diego region since 
1980. Children’s has added many nationally 
recognized programs and services and has 
developed strong collaborative relationships 
with virtually every healthcare provider in San 
Diego. While Blair has been at the helm, the 
hospital has planned and constructed more 
than 200,000 square feet of facilities and he 
has championed a healing environment for 
Children’s. 

Thanks to Blair’s vision, Children’s is not 
just a conglomeration of buildings; it rep-
resents a model healing environment for kids 
and their families. In 1999, Children’s built the 
first healing garden in an American children’s 
hospital and there are now four gardens on its 
campus. In 2001, in partnership with the non-
profit Society for the Arts in Healthcare, he 
created and personally funded the Blair L. 
Sadler Healing Arts Award program that annu-
ally recognizes professional and student artists 
who have made measurable contributions to 
improved health care through the arts. 

On behalf of the people of San Diego, I 
would like to extend my sincere appreciation 
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for Blair’s commitment and my best wishes for 
his retirement. I wish him and his family the 
very best in their new endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ERIC S. GROOMS 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Eric S. Grooms, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 180, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Eric has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Eric has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Eric S. Grooms for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

EDS AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
raise awareness to and pay tribute to those af-
fected by Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome, EDS. 

The problems present in EDS include 
changes in the physical properties of skin, 
joints, blood vessels, and other tissues such 
as ligaments and tendons. EDS is a rare dis-
order, occurring in approximately 1 in 5,000 
people; however, 90 percent of individuals 
who have EDS remain undiagnosed. The var-
ious forms of EDS are characterized by abnor-
malities in the chemical structure of the body’s 
connective tissues resulting in some degree of 
joint looseness, fragile small blood vessels, 
and abnormal scar formation and wound heal-
ing. Some forms of EDS can present problems 
with the spine, including curved spine; the 
eyes; and weak internal organs, including the 
uterus, intestines, and large blood vessels. 

There is no cure for this condition, although 
researchers believe that specific research on 
EDS would not only benefit EDS patients with 
diagnostic tools and treatment, but would also 
benefit understanding of other connective tis-
sue related diseases. Scientific researchers 
have made some significant advances in re-
cent years in trying to understand this condi-
tion, but many scientific challenges still re-
main. 

Mr. Speaker, the Ehlers-Danlos National 
Foundation, a national nonprofit membership 
organization dedicated to controlling the ef-
fects of EDS as well as creating a support 
system for those diagnosed with this condition 
and their families, has designated May EDS 
Awareness Month. The goal of this effort is to 
educate the public about the nature and ef-
fects of EDS. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to be-
come familiar with this disease and join us in 
recognizing the importance of an accurate di-
agnosis of EDS to ensure appropriate treat-
ment and educational outreach. EDS Aware-
ness Month gives all of us an opportunity to 
learn more about the condition. It will help us 
better understand the impact that EDS can 
have on people living with the disorder, as 
well as recognize the importance of early diag-
nosis and proper treatment. In short, we must 
enhance public awareness of this very mis-
understood and often misdiagnosed disease. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4297, 
TAX INCREASE PREVENTION 
AND RECONCILIATION ACT OF 
2005 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 10, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to 
H.R. 4297. This legislation would give big ben-
efits to millionaires, billionaires and giant cor-
porations while the average American suffers 
under record high energy costs and again gets 
stuck with the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, we should not increase the 
burden on our children and our grandchildren 
with this administration’s record deficits just to 
make another 70 billion dollar gift that will line 
the pockets of the wealthiest few. Let’s not ex-
tend tax rates that would encourage oil com-
pany executives to continue gouging record 
profits from every hard working American. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to rethink our prior-
ities. Instead of another 70 billion dollars for 
the super rich, why not provide health care for 
millions of children, provide housing for the 
neglected victims of Katrina or improve the 
education of the countless students that this 
administration has left so far behind? Is this 
Republican Congress so busy returning profits 
to the wealthy, that it has forgotten the fami-
lies who have done all the hard work? 

I encourage members to remember the 
American families that are the back bone of 
our nation and our economy and vote ‘‘no’’ on 
this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JACOB R. HAR-
RINGTON FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Jacob R. Harrington, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 180, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jacob R. Harrington for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING JAN STOHR UPON HER 
RETIREMENT 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 11, 2006 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to a distinguished woman who has tire-
lessly served the Sacramento area for many 
years. Jan Stohr will soon be retiring from the 
Nonprofit Resource Center as its Executive Di-
rector. As her colleagues, friends and family 
gather to celebrate her retirement, I ask all of 
my colleagues to join me in saluting this out-
standing citizen of Sacramento. 

When she steps down, Jan will leave behind 
a long list of accomplishments and a career 
devoted to helping others. She has been the 
driving force behind the creation of multiple 
Sacramento based nonprofits that continue to 
thrive decades after their founding. 

In 1976, as a member of the Junior League, 
she initiated the establishment of the Child 
Abuse Prevention Council of Sacramento, 
CAPC, and a few years later was instrumental 
in the development of the Sacramento Region 
Community Foundation. Due to the successful 
efforts and outreach of CAPC, thousands of 
children have been spared from being victims 
of abuse; and since its founding, the Sac-
ramento Region Community Foundation has 
given out 44 million dollars in grants. 

The cornerstone of Jan’s work in Sac-
ramento, however, has been her longtime 
commitment to the Nonprofit Resource Center. 
The Center began in 1988 with Jan’s help and 
has since blossomed into the place where 
nonprofits can turn to for assistance in writing 
grant proposals, securing funds and devel-
oping solid management practices. She has 
served as the Center’s Executive Director 
since its establishment in 1988. Located in 
downtown Sacramento, the center now assists 
nonprofits throughout northern California. 

Additionally, Jan has given her time by serv-
ing on the board of directors for numerous 
non-profits in the Sacramento area, including 
the Community Services Planning Council, the 
United Way, and the Mountain Valley Chapter 
of the American Leadership Forum. She also 
seen by many as a leader in the nonprofit field 
and has been active with the California Asso-
ciation of Non profits’ Nonprofit Policy Council, 
UC Davis’s Community Development Grad-
uate Group and the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. 

Through her work, Jan has been awarded 
with numerous recognitions, including the As-
sociation of Fundraising Professionals’ Out-
standing Fundraising Executive Award and the 
United Way’s Distinguished Service Award. 
Many more awards and accolades will cer-
tainly follow as she transitions into retirement. 

Mr. Speaker, as Jan Stohr enters retire-
ment, I am truly honored to pay tribute to one 
of my dear friends and one of Sacramento’s 
most honorable citizens. I ask all of my col-
leagues to join with me in wishing Jan and her 
husband Phil continued success and happi-
ness in all of their future endeavors. 
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